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come to him by day. On account of the presence
of Amar Das and the religious atmosphere which
pervaded the place, Goindwal became a species of
earthly paradise. Amar Das in process of time took
with him all his relations from Basarka and per-
manently settled in Goindwal.

Amar Das was now old, but a halo of devotion
shone round him. His daily duties were as follows :
He rose at Goindwal a watch before day, and pro-
ceeded to the river Bias to take water to Khadur
for the Guru to bathe with. Meanwhile he repeated
the Japji and generally finished it half-way between
Goindwal and Khadur. After hearing the Asa ki
War in Khadur he fetched water for the Guru's
kitchen, scrubbed the cooking utensils, and brought
firewood from the forest. Every evening he listened
to the Sodar and the daily vespers and then sham-
pooed the Guru. After putting him to rest he
returned to Goindwal, walking backwards in his
supreme reverence for his spiritual master. The
half-way spot where he used every morning to
finish the Japji is called the Damdama or breathing-
place. A temple was erected on the spot, and is
now an object of pious pilgrimage to Sikhs.

CHAPTER VI

Mention has already been made of the Tapa who
lived at Khadur. He was worshipped as a guru by
the Khahira Jats. He was constant in his external
devotions, and knew how to practise spells and in-
cantations, but he cherished a most unholy jealousy
of the Guru, and did all in his power to hinder the
Guru's followers from making him the object of
a reverence which, the Tapa contended^ should
never be shown to a family man. He maintained
that it was he himself, who was both continent and
a penitent, whom all men should worship.
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